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November 11, 2021                      Dr. Thomas G. Clemens 
 
 

Joseph K. Mansfield  
 

òVisibly swelled before our eyes; his face flamed out with fiery ardor, and his whole figure 
and his every movement seemed filled with a sort of terrible passion.  He pervaded all 
places of danger, and everywhere put himself in the forefront of the battleéI never yet 
have seen a man so regardless of his personal safety or so eager to imperil it.ó 

                                                       

                                                                        General John Pope 

                                   Describing Brevet Major Joseph Mansfield in battle  
 

What most Civil War enthusiasts know about General Joseph K. F. 
Mansfield, if they know anything at all, is that he was a Union corps 
commander who was killed at Antietam. While that is true, it was only the 
end of his 40 plus years of service in the U.S. Army. Often dismissed as a 
non-combatant through most of his career, he actually was involved in 
several vital aspects in the early part of the Civil War. The facts are that he 
was anything but a òstaff puke,ó as Ed Bearss once dismissed him on a tour 
not many years ago. 
 

The Round Table welcomes Dr. Thomas G. Clemens to Milwaukee in 
November as our featured speaker. Dr. Clemens received his Doctorate in 
History Education from George Mason University, where he studied under 
noted Civil War historian Dr. Joseph L. Harsh. After a 34-year career at 
Hagerstown Community College, he retired as Professor Emeritus in 2012. He 
edited and annotated General Ezra A. Carmanõs manuscript, the Maryland 
Campaign of September 1862, in addition to numerous articles and several 
monographs, including one on Gen. Joseph K. F. Mansfield. Tom is a 
founding member and current president of Save Historic Antietam 
Foundation Inc., a non-profit preservation organization and an NPS-
certified Antietam Battlefield Guide. 
 

    Tom Clemens is also this yearõs Nevins-
    Freeman Award winner. In 1974, the 
    Civil War Round Table of Chicago 
    established the Nevins-Freeman Award, 
    and bestows it annually on an individual 
    whose advancement of American Civil 
    War scholarship and support for the 
    Round Table movement warrant special 
    recognition. The award itself is designed 
    as a generous financial donation to a 
    historical preservation project chosen 
    by the recipient. The award is named for 
two men whose legacies are synonymous with the Civil War era: Allan 
Nevins (1890-1971) and Douglas Southall Freeman (1886-1953). 
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November  Meeting  at a Glance  
The Wisconsin Club  

9 th  and Wisconsin Avenue  
 

[Jackets required for the dining room.]  

 

  6:15 p.m.  -  Registration/Social Hour  
  6:45 p.m.  -  Dinner  
          [$30 by reservation, please]  

Reservations are accepted until 
Monday, November 8, 2021 

  7:30 p.m.  -  Program 
 

Speaker and topic are subject to change.  In 
case of inclement weather, listen to WTMJ 
or WISN for meeting status. 
 

 

2021-2022 Speaker Schedule 
Find the speaker schedule on page 6. 
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When Reservations are Cancelled 
Please be aware that cancellations of dinner reservations within 48 
hours of the meeting are subject to payment in full.  The MCWRT 
is charged for these dinners whether they are used or not! 
 

Your Cooperation is Appreciated   
òWalk-in dinneró requests are sometimes difficult to honor.  
Remember, dinner reservations are to be made at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting date. We are always happy to accommodate 
where possible, but we cannot always guarantee a dinner that 
evening if you have not called in or emailed your reservation.  
Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Special Dietary Needs 
We have quite a number of regular members who have opted for 
special entrees as options to the regular dinner being served. The 
Wisconsin Club and the Round Table will make every effort to 
meet any special dietary needs you may have. As a courtesy, 
please give a reminder when making your reservations, so we 
donõt forget to serve you what youõre expecting! 
 

 

UPDATE ON CUTLER MONUMENT PROJECT  
 

I am extremely pleased and very grateful to the response of 
the Round Table membership to this fund drive.  With a 
dollar-for-dollar match authorized by the Board of 
Directors, we are able to contribute $6,000 to the 
restoration or replacement of the Lysander Cutler grave 
marker at Forest Home Cemetery in Milwaukee.  I will be 
in communication with the cemetery and will keep the 
membership updated on progress on the project timing. 
 
With profound thanks, 
Paul Eilbes 
Treasurer 
 

A List of Contributors 
 

George Affeldt                  Bruce Klem 
Donna Agnelly               Ed Gleason 
Michael Benton          Prairieville Irregulars 
Robert Christie                        Dennis Rasbach 
Paul Eilbes               Laura Rinaldi            
George Geanon       Kathy McNally 
Van & Dawn Harl  Jim & Monica Millane 
Gene & Jane Jamrozy  Paul Zehren 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              

 
                          MCWRT Annual Fund   
The following members have made a generous commitment 
to the MCWRT by investing in that fund. This list reflects 
those donations made  through September 11, 2021. 
 

Major Contributor ($500 and above) 
Gerald Frangesch 

 

Patron ($200 - $499) 
Dawn & Van Harl, Gene & Jane Jamrozy,  
Steve Leopold, Dan Nettesheim 
 

Associate ($100 - $199) 
Donna Agnelly, Dale Bespalec, Dale Brasser, Mike 
Deeken, Gary & Judy Ertel, Bill & Claudette Fink, Doug 
Haag, Peter & Jean Jacobsohn, Bernard Jene, David 
Jordan, Robert Mann, Kathy McNally, Laura Rinaldi, 
Brad & Kathy Schotanus, Dennis Slater, Justin Tolomeo 
 

Contributor (up to $99) 
George Affeldt, Tom & Terry Arliskas, Angela Bodven, 
John & Linda Connelly, Gordon Dammann, Paul Eilbes, 
George Geanon, Julian Gonzalez, Brian Gunn, Leon & 
Margaret Harris, Christopher Johnson, Jerome Kowalski, 
John Kuhnmuench, Jay Lauck, Rod Malinowski, Paul & 
Susan Miller, Herb Oechler, David Perez, Tom Pokrandt, 
John Rodahl, Cal Schoonover, Sam Solberg, Dan Tanty, 
Bernard Van Dinter, Gil Vraney, Paul Zehren 
 

Speaker Enhancement Fund 
George Affeldt, Donna Agnelly, Tom & Terry Arliskas, 
Jim Blake, Roman Blenski, Dale Brasser, Angela Bodven, 
Robert Christie, Ellen DeMers, Thomas Doyle, Lori 
Duginski, Paul Eilbes, Gerald Frangesch, David 
Gapinski, Julian Gonzalez, Rick Gross, Brian Gunn, 
Doug Haag, Leon & Margaret Harris, Jim Heinz,Tom 
Hesse, Don Hilbig, Bernard Jene, Steve Leopold, Rod 
Malinowski, Kathy McNally, Jim & Monica Millane, 
Herb Oechler, Andy Oren, John & Susan Petty, Tom 
Pokrandt, Laura Rinaldi, Jack Rodencal, Bob & Carla 
Rodzaj, Dan Tanty, Justin Tolomeo, Rich Tonelli,  
Paul Zehren 

Richard and Diane Kane  
Bob Presman  
Benjamin Ruth  
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Charles S. Schwartz spoke to the members in November 1947 
on òCivil War Ordnance.ó 
 

November 1957 brought Frank Klement to the Round Table 
speaking on òKnights of the Golden Circle ð Fact or Fancy.ó 
 

Everett Lewy was the featured speaker at the November 1962 
meeting speaking on òChickamauga.ó 
 

Harry H. Anderson talked about òLife in a Civil War Prison 
Camp: An Illustrated Viewó at the November 1982 meeting. 
 

At the November 1992 meeting Edward T. Linenthal was our 
speaker talking about òSacred Ground: Americans and their 
Battles.ó 
 

In November 2002 John W. Schildt visited our Round Table 
to speak to those assembled on òThe Stonewall Brigade.ó 
 

òAn Overview of the Maryland Campaign of 1862ó was the 
topic presented by Thomas G. Clemens at the November 
2012 meeting. 
 

At last yearõs November meeting, General John Scales was 
our speaker talking on òDid Forrest Make a Difference?ó 
 
 

Kenosha Civil War Museum  
Second Friday L ecture  Series  

These free in-person programs are sponsored by the Milwaukee 
Civil War Round Table and Iron Brigade Association. 

 

Essayons! The 1st Michigan Engineers 
Friday, November 12, 2021, Noon 
Presented by: Brian Conroy 
As the Civil War began, the need for trained engineers to 
guide and build was extremely necessary throughout the 
military. The U.S. Corps of Engineers was too small to fulfill 
this role, and so volunteer engineering regiments began 
emerging, with the Wolverine state bringing forth three of 
these regiments. The 1st Michigan Engineers and Mechanics 
lasted throughout the war, building railroads, bridges, and 
other fortifications while serving throughout Tennessee and 
Kentucky, and traveling with General Sherman to Atlanta, 
Savannah, up through the Carolinas, and finishing their 
service in the Grand March in Washington, D.C. 
 
Civil War Media Club:  A Thousand May Fall 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021  6:30�²8pm  
 $5 ($10 non-members)  Register by November 1, 2021 
 

In A Thousand May Fall, Pulitzer Prize finalist Brian Matthew 
Jordan returns us to the war itself, bringing readers to the 
chaos of battle and the trials of military life. Jordan creates 
an intimate, absorbing chronicle using the perspective of 
troops from the 107th Ohio, an ethnic German regiment set 
apart by language and identity.  Please read the book and 
come prepared to discuss. 
 
 

The Battle Above the Clouds 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021  6:30 �²8pm  
$10 ($15 non-members)  Register by November 16, 2021 

Instructor: Dave Powell   
 

Mr. Powell will discuss the Battle of Lookout Mountain, 
fought on November 24, 1963. The battleõs nickname is 
evocative, and Lookout Mountain is itself a major tourist 
draw across the Southeast U.S. Many visitors who go to the 
crest of the mountain donõt realize that they arenõt on the 
actual battlefield; the fighting took place on the lower slopes, 
not the peak. The battle is further obscured by the fact that 
the Union assault forces were commanded by Joseph 
Hooker, a general who was not on particularly good terms 
with his commander, Ulysses S. Grant, who later belittled 
the fighting as mere òpoetry.ó But Lookout Mountain was a 
real fight and an amazing feat. 
 
 
 

 

Constitution Day Discussion Series 
Third  Friday in October and November 

Please check the museum website for articles and primary sources to facilitate 
conversations on topics led by Carthage College faculty; these will be available for 
download. 
 

Wartime Freedom: Lessons from the Civil War 
Friday, November 19, Noon       
Presented by: Dr. Tom Powers 

Participants will consider the extent to which a tension 
between liberty and security is built into the logic of the United 
States Constitution. The first most serious test of the question 
of how best to reconcile these two competing concerns 
occurred during the Civil War. President Lincoln took steps 
that are debated to this day and the best starting point for 
thinking about his position is to be found in a series of 
landmark Supreme Court decisions that followed. We will 
examine Lincolnõs actions, his defense of them, and the 
response from civil libertarians on the Supreme Court. 
 

Please visit the Museum website: 
museums.kenosha.org/civilwar and click on the links to 
see past Zoom and YouTube presentations.  
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