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June 8, 2023                                           Mark Zimmermann 
 

The Brutal Retreat from Nashville - 1864 
 

 

Mark Zimmerman, a member of the Nashville Civil War Round Table, will 
present an hour-long slideshow, òThe Brutal Retreat from Nashville 1864,ó 
based on his self-published book, Mud, Blood & Cold Steel. The presentation 
details the torturous 10-day, 100-mile retreat by John Bell Hoodõs Army of 
Tennessee from Comptonõs Hill in Nashville to the Tennessee River in 
northern Alabama. The Confederates were pursued by the infantry and 
cavalry of George Henry Thomas, including the cavalry of James Harrison 
Wilson, armed with repeating rifles. The harrowing retreat was conducted 
in the dead of winter through rugged and inhospitable terrain. 
 

Mark is a retired newspaperman who belongs to numerous Civil War and 
historic preservation organizations. He has self-published eight non-fiction 
books, including four on òthe late unpleasantness.ó His latest  book, Fortress 
Nashville, was named a Top Ten Book of 2022 by Civil War Books & 
Authors. He is also a Tennessee Squire with modest landholdings in 
Lynchburg. He was born and raised in Rockford, the gritty city at the top 
of Illinois, and spent seven years as a Packers fan in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 
He is also an avid fan of the University of Tennessee Volunteers. He has  

been known to enjoy the fine products of 
Milwaukee breweries. He is old enough to have 
attended a Milwaukee Braves home game and a 
Milwaukee Bucks game featuring Oscar 
Robertson and Lew Alcindor. He has led tours of 
historic sites in Nashville and has presented at 
Shiloh National Military Park, Johnsonville State 
Historic Park, Fort Defiance Interpretive Center, 
and Fort Negley Interpretive Center. 

 

-  -     -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    - 
 

To the members of the 

Milwaukee Civil War Round Table 
 

Thank you for another great season of fellowship and 
enjoyable study of the Civil War. What a precious 
thing it is to be united in love for our country and its 
history.  Have a safe and relaxing summer.  Enjoy safe 
travels, and write up any Civil War trips for inclusion 
in our General Orders! 

 
 

General Orders No. 6-23 
June 2023 
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From the Archives ΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ page 3 
!ǊŜŀ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ ǇŀƎŜ о 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ ΧΧΧΧΧΧ..ΧΦΦΦΧΦΦΧ....ΧΦ page 4 
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘǎκhǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ΧΧΧ.ΧΦΧ ǇŀƎŜ 5 

¶ Cutler Monument Rededication 

¶ SUV Memorial Day Ceremony 

¶ Lincoln Symposium 
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Round Table Speakers 2022-2023 .Χ.....  page 8 

¶ 2023-2024 Speaker Schedule 

¶ 2023-2024 Board of Directors 

¶ Meeting Reservation Form 
.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾŜǊǎΦΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΧ...Χ. pages 9-10 
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vǳŀǊǘŜǊƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ wŜƎŀƭƛŀ ΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧ ǇŀƎŜ м4 
 

June  Meeting  at a Glance  
The Wisconsin Club  

9 th  and Wisconsin Avenue  
 

[Jackets required for the dining room.]  

 

  5:30 p.m.  -  Registration/Social Hour  
  6:30 p.m.  -  Dinner  
             [$30 by reservation, please] 

Reservations are accepted until 
Monday June 5, 2023 

  7:30 p.m.  -  Program 
 

Speaker and topic are subject to change.  In 
case of inclement weather, listen to WTMJ 
or WISN for meeting status. 
 

 

2023-2024 Speaker Schedule 
Find the speaker schedule on page 8. 

milwauwkeecwrt.org 

 

 

 

http://www.milwaukeecwrt.org/


2 
 

Civil War Round Table New s 

                                                                         The Muster Roll:  NEW MEMBERS 

         
 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
R 

 

When Reservations are Cancelled 
Please be aware that cancellations of dinner reservations within 48 
hours of the meeting are subject to payment in full.  The MCWRT 
is charged for these dinners whether they are used or not! 
 

Your Cooperation is Appreciated   
òWalk-in dinneró requests are sometimes difficult to honor.  
Remember, dinner reservations are to be made at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting date. We are always happy to accommodate 
where possible, but we cannot always guarantee a dinner that 
evening if you have not called in or emailed your reservation.  
Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Special Dietary Needs 
We have quite a number of regular members who have opted for 
special entrees as options to the regular dinner being served. The 
Wisconsin Club and the Round Table will make every effort to 
meet any special dietary needs you may have. As a courtesy, 
please give a reminder when making your reservations, so we 
donõt forget to serve you what youõre expecting! 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
The Civil War Round Table of Milwaukee, Inc. does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, religion, 
age, sexual orientation. creed, ancestry, pregnancy, marital or 
parental status, gender identity or expression, veteran status, 
physical, mental, emotional or learning disability, or any other 
legally protected status in its educational programs, activities, or 
membership. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 

Election: Board of Directors  
 

At the May 11, 2023 Milwaukee Civil War Round Table meeting, 
the following members were elected to the Board of Directors 
for a three-year term ending in 2026: 
 

Michael Benton - Dale Bespalec - Van Harl 

Thomas Hesse - Justin Tolomeo 
 

The Board of Directors also gratefully acknowledges Tom 
Thompson for his many years of service and contributions to 

the Board of Directors.  

 

 

                           MCWRT Annual Fund   
The following members have made a generous commitment 
to the MCWRT by investing in that fund. This list reflects 
those donations made through May 11, 2023. 
 

Major Contributor ($500 and above) 
Gerald Frangesch,  In Memory of Robert Parrish $500 
 

Patron ($200 - $499) 
Doug Haag, Dawn & Van Harl, Gene & Jane Jamrozy, 
Dan Nettesheim, Laura Rinaldi 
 

Associate ($100 - $199) 
Donna Agnelly, Tom & Terry Arliskas, Michael Benton, 
Mike Deeken, Ellen DeMers, Gary & Judy Ertel, Jim 
Heintz, Bill & Claudette Finke, Peter & Jean Jacobsohn, 
David Jordan, Jerome Kowalski, Kathy McNally,Dennis 
Slater 
 

Contributor (up to $99) 
George Affeldt, Jeryl Anthony, Brian Apfel, Dale 
Bespalec, Crain Bliwas, Angela Bodven, Robert Christie, 
Gordon Dammann, Larry Desotell & Deborah Wied, 
Thomas Doyle, Lori Duginski, John Durr, Paul Eilbes, 
Julian Gonzalez, Brian Gunn, Leon & Margaret Harris, 
Christopher Johnson, Grant Johnson, John 
Kuhnmuench, Jay Lauck, Steve Leopold, Fred Madsen, 
Rod Malinowski, Paul & Susan Miller, Herb Oechler,  
Tom Olsen, Tom Pokrandt, John Rodahl, Diana 
Smurawa, Sam Solberg, Dan Tanty, Justin Tolomeo, 
Bernard Van Dinter, Daniel Wartinbee, Paul Zehren 
 

Speaker Enhancement Fund 
George Affeldt, Donna Agnelly, Jeryl Anthony, Tom & 
Terry Arliskas, Jim Blake, Angela Bodven, Robert 
Christie, Ellen DeMers, Thomas Doyle, Lori Duginski, 
Paul Eilbes, Gerald Frangesch, Julian Gonzalez, Brian 
Gunn, Doug Haag, Jim Heinz, Tom Hesse, Don Hilbig, 
Peter & Jean Jaconsohn, Gene & Jane Jamrozy, Grant 
Johnson, Allan Kasprzak, Don & Mary Korte, Jay Lauck, 
Steve Leopold, Rod Malinowski, Robin Martin, Kathy 
McNally, Jim & Monica Millane, Dennis Mueller  
(in memory of Dr. Frank Klement), Herb Oechler, 
Tom Olsen, David Perez, John & Susan Petty, Tom 
Pokrandt, Laura Rinaldi, John Rodahl, Bob & Carla 
Rodzaj, Brad & Kathy Schotanus, Diane Smurawa, Dan 
Tanty, Paul Zehren 
 

 

NOTICE OF BYLAW UPDATE  
 

As presented at the April 13, 2023 Round Table meeting, the 
Board of Directors had undertaken a review and update of the 
Bylaws. This is the first such review and update since 2010. 
 
 

President Tom Hesse then announced at the May 10 meeting 
that further review will be done by a committee with the goal 
of presenting a finished version the Round Table members in 
the Fall of 2023. 
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Coming up at the Kenosha Museum  
All programs are free and open to the public.  

 

Friday, July 14                                         Noon 
Theodore Roosevelt and the Civil War 
by Calvin Watts, Academic Advisor, UW-Parkside 
 

Friday, August 11                                   Noon 
Post Civil War Veteran Mental Health 
by Dr. Gregory Burek 
 

Friday, September 8                              Noon 
The Grant-Rawlins Relationship: Some New and 
Surprising Revelations 
by Al Ottens 
 

See information on the  2023  
Great Lakes Civil War Forum  

on page 12 of this issue.  
 

  
 

In June 2004 Mark Bradley spoke about the command 
Partnership between R. E. Lee and Joseph E. Johnston. 
 

Robert Girardi spoke to the Round Table about the Atlanta 
Campaignõs Railroad Defense in June 2010. 
 

Peter Carmichael discussed Robert E. Leeõs and the Strategy 
of Annihilation in June 2011. 
 

In June 2012 Dennis E. Frye shared thoughts on September 
Surprise: The Union in Peril. 
 

The Round Table was pleased to welcome Kenneth E. Noe 
for his talk The War in Appalachia in June of 2014. 
 

Garry Adelman led the group in a 4-D Civil War Photo 
Extravaganza in June of 2015. 
  

Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain at Petersburg was the topic of 
Dennis Rasbachõs talk in June of 2018. 
 

In 2019 the Round Table was privileged to hear Greg Biggs 
speak about logistics for Shermanõs Atlanta Campaign. 
 

Bruce Klem spoke to the group about the 1st Wisconsin 
Cavalry in June of 2020. 
 

In June 2021 Will Greene regaled the Round Table with his 
presentation about the First Petersburg Offensive. 
 

Dave Wege presented on Four Calico Boys of Company E at our 
June 2022 meeting. 
 

Kenosha Civil War Museum  
Second Friday L ecture  Series  

Sponsored by the Milwaukee Civil War Round Table and 
the Iron Brigade Association. Free and open to the public. 
 

Friday, June 2                                       Noon 
Gettysburg in Color, Volume 1:  
Brandy Station to the Peach Orchard 
presented by Pat and Dylan Brennan 
 

Patrick Brennan, a long-time student of the Civil War, 
published author, and an editorial advisor for The Civil War 
Monitor magazine, has teamed up with his technology-astute 
daughter Dylan Brennan to bring the largest Civil War battle to 
life in the remarkable 2-volume study: Gettysburg in Color. 
Volume 1 covers Brandy Station to the Peach Orchard, and 
Volume 2 covers The Wheatfield to Falling Waters. 
 

Rather than guess or dabble with the colors, the Brennans used 
an artificial intelligence-based computerized color identifier to 
determine the precise color of uniforms, flesh, hair, equipment, 
terrain, houses, and much more. The result is a monumental 
full-color study of the important three-day battle that brings the 
men, the landscape, and the action into the 21st century. 
 

Pat Brennan is the author of Secessionville: Assault on 
Charleston (1996), To Die Game: General J.E.B. Stuart, 
CSA (1998), and more than twenty articles for a variety of Civil 
War magazines and journals. Pat is on the Editorial Advisory 
Board for The Civil War Monitor and his work has appeared in 
the Chicago Tribune and The Reader. He has lectured around the 
country on the Civil War and Bob Dylan. 
 

Friday, June 9                                     Noon 
More Than Just Grit: Civil War Leadership, 
Logistics and Teamwork in the West, 1862 
presented by Dick Zimmermann 
 

A new book, More Than Just Grit: Civil War Leadership, Logistics 
and Teamwork in the West, 1862, has entered the collection of 
Civil War titles describing the war in its second and crucial 
year. More evenly matched on battlefields with the South 
than at any time later in the war, the North was able to win 
a series of victories, and occasionally did so with 
commanding generals who remain largely unknown today. 
Why was the North so successful in the West? Dick 
Zimmermann will present an original summary of his book 
showing the pattern of observable elements that appeared to 
lead to victory in these engagements. 
 

Mr. Zimmermann was a school administrator and taught 
history and economics. At the Civil War Museum in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, he assists in the archives, presents 
programs on military history, and does research for new 
exhibits. He has written one other book on the Civil War, 
articles on military history and is a member of the Milwaukee 
Civil War Round Table. 

 


